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Teeth Atlas is a concept that was introduced when the market was still being dominated by 2D and 3D printed models. While 3D printing is the most popular way to create models, there are still people who use traditional methods to make models. The traditional methods used to create models are based on photographic quality images of a patient taken by dentists or trained professionals. With that said, nowadays there are many ways to make models and patient
images. 4D is a term that was first coined in the 1970s by Tom Chartrand and Sophy Devine, which describes interactive objects that change in response to an external stimulus, which is usually played back via a computer. With that said, they were not the first to coin the 4D term. In the 1940s and 1950s the USSR developed a 4D apparatus called a Pylorus that contained a dual channel camera which displayed films back to back on a television screen. The

Pylorus used sensors that measured environmental and biological factors such as sound and light along with the motion of the viewer. In turn, the Pylorus changed according to the biological and environmental conditions. The Pylorus became popular in the 1970s, but failed to gain worldwide acceptance. With that said, today many dentists and hygienists are using 4D models when there is a need to display material for a patient or product or when there is a need
to quickly produce a model to try out a product or practice a method. Moreover, the technology that drives the 4D object is maturing, making the technology more feasible and accurate to use. 4D technology is not just about live patient images, it can also be used to create models for patients. The workflow is similar to the way a 3D printer works. The data received by the 4D technology is also processed and used to create a model. The most common model used
today is the Oral 3D model. The model can be printed in the same way as a 3D model. It can even have a hollow space so that the patient can be used to test the dental product or material. 4D technology does not only create models, but it can also make the patient more comfortable in the waiting area. For example, one project is being studied at William Paterson University that makes models using the patient's tooth and creating a wax model using a 4D camera

to measure the tooth. The goal of the project is to have a more private waiting area where the patient can not only
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