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techniquesNIR laser induced ablation of rutile titania under
ultrasound irradiation in water. To study the ablation of rutile
titanium dioxide (TiO(2)) powder under different conditions.
TiO(2) powder was laser excited under Nd:YAG (1064 nm)
irradiation in the presence of ultrasound (US). The laser
fluence was 5 J/cm(2). The irradiation time was varied from 10
to 20 min. The crater area was estimated by a laser scanner. We
measured the optical absorption spectra by a Fourier transform
infrared spectrometer. When US was added, the optical
absorption decreased with an increase in the irradiation time. In
the case of only laser irradiation, the optical absorption was
enhanced with an increase in the laser fluence. The ablation
rate was estimated from the change in optical absorption of
TiO(2) powder and the laser fluence. In the presence of US, the
ablation rate increased with an increase in the laser fluence and
reached a maximum value at a laser fluence of 1.2 J/cm(2) with
an average ablation rate of about 2.5 x 10(-4) cm(2)/J. No
significant difference was observed in the ablation rate of
TiO(2) powder in water by addition of US.Confocal laser
endomicroscopy (CLE) is an emerging technique for
evaluation of mucosal surface lesions. Its use may aid the
assessment of malignant lesions and in the monitoring of
inflammatory bowel disease. The technique is performed via a
swallowed capillary endoscope with a diameter of only 5 mm.
The smaller capillary endoscope (CLE) has the advantage of a
much shorter examination time and potentially provides a real-
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time biopsy of the mucosa. For this reason, CLE is increasingly
used in clinical practice. In the current issue of
Gastroenterology, Stjern et al. \[[@CR1]\] have reported on the
diagnostic value of CLE in the evaluation of dysplasia and
ulcers in the esophagus. One strength of this study is the large
number of patients and the endoscopic assessment of dysplasia
as a gold standard. Another is the excellent performance of
CLE in visualizing dysplastic lesions. In addition, several
important points are noteworthy: (1) in comparison to
histology, the sensitivity of CLE was very 2d92ce491b
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