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A: You are missing a colon in your example
URL. It should be: baseurl: In your
configuration. The present invention is directed
to computer networks, and more particularly, to
the routing of data packets in a computer
network. One problem encountered when
routing data packets between a source and a
destination in a computer network is the
occurrence of “packet storms” in which many
packets are transmitted between the source and
destination. These packet storms are a result of
a high volume of network traffic, which results

1/5

in significant packet collisions. Packet storms
may prevent, or at least significantly delay, the
delivery of all packets in the storm. FIG. 1
shows a prior art computer network 100 in
which a packet storm is occurring. As shown in
FIG. 1, a data packet 102 is transmitted from a
source computer 110 to a destination computer
120. Packet 102 is first transmitted on a local
area network (“LAN”) 120 to a router 130, and
then is transmitted on a wide area network
(“WAN”) 140 to router 150. Router 130 may
be, for example, a router located in a core area
of the WAN 140. Router 150 may be, for
example, a router located in a remote area of
the WAN 140. As shown in FIG. 1, router 150
receives a large number of packets 102. These
packets are forwarded through router 150 to
router 150. Because of the high volume of
network traffic, router 150 may experience a
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packet storm and, as a result, may be unable to
successfully forward packets. Specifically,
router 150 forwards packets 102 from WAN
140 to a destination computer 130. Each packet
102 includes a data portion and a header
portion. The header portion of packet 102
includes a destination address (DA) field, a
source address (SA) field, and a sequence
number (SN). A DA field is the address of the
destination computer 120 and is typically a
32-bit field. A SA field is the address of the
source computer 110 and is typically a 32-bit
field. The SN is a 32-bit number that is used to
identify a particular packet 102 as having been
transmitted from the source computer 110.
Once router 150 receives a packet 102, router
150 sends the packet 102 to a packet switch
160. The packet switch 160 determines whether
the packet 102 should be sent to the WAN 140
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or to a local area network (“LAN”) 170. For
example,
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