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============ *Corynebacterium diphtheriae*is a gram-positive,
aerobic, non-motile, pleomorphic bacillus. Most infections occur in the

respiratory tract, with or without distant sites involvement. In
addition, *C. diphtheriae*causes superficial or deep pyogenic

infections. The few cases of invasive *C. diphtheriae*infections
usually occur in individuals who have had antecedent skin or soft
tissue injury. *C. diphtheriae*is an important pathogen in cases of

malignant otitis media and is considered to be a contaminant in the
otitis media with effusion associated with measles or mumps. We

report a case of esophageal perforation due to *C.
diphtheriae*infection in a child with recurring cough and fever, who

was later diagnosed with bronchopneumonia. Case presentation
================= A 5-year-old boy was referred to our

pediatric surgery department due to fever, cough and vomiting. Ten
days prior to presentation, he had a rash in the left groin, associated
with pain in the left inguinal area. The infant's mother and siblings
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were in good health, and there was no contact with other members of
the family. Physical examination revealed no lymphadenopathy.

Respiratory and abdominal examinations were normal. Neurological
examination revealed no abnormalities. The patient was febrile

(38.3°C), with respiratory rate of 40 breaths per minute, and blood
pressure of 110/68 mmHg
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