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driving the Israeli regime to the negotiating table. Tehran: Iran is calling on Arab nations to
normalise ties with Tel Aviv as a way of driving the Israeli regime to the negotiating table, a senior

Iranian official said on Sunday. “We believe that normalisation of relations with Tel Aviv is the key to
driving the [Israeli regime] to the negotiating table,” Mohammad Javad Jaberi Ansari, the deputy
foreign minister for Arab and African affairs, told Iran's Arabic-language newspaper Al-Sharq Al-

Awsat. The official made the comments as Gulf Arab states plan talks this week in an attempt to end
the worst diplomatic crisis in their relations with the Islamic Republic. Efforts to resolve the crisis

have proved fruitless after Riyadh, Abu Dhabi and other Gulf states cut diplomatic ties with Tehran in
July. Since then, a set of landmark UN sanctions on the Islamic Republic, imposed over Tehran’s
controversial nuclear programme, have taken effect, including an embargo on arms sales. Iran’s

decision to comply with the measures has led to a standoff with the Arab countries that supported
the United States and its allies in imposing the sanctions, with the GCC states accusing Tehran of

assisting militant groups in the region. Iran’s support for Palestinian resistance, including the Islamic
Resistance Movement (Hamas), its key ally in Syria, and Tehran’s growing influence in Iraq have also
strained ties with the GCC states. The Iranian official's remarks appeared to be a response to a call

by Arab League Secretary-General Nabil El Araby at a meeting of Arab foreign ministers in Cairo last
week to close ranks and restore the normalisation of ties. At the same meeting, officials from the

Arab Gulf and the Arab League, which is based in Cairo, expressed readiness to normalise ties with
Tehran. Iran and the GCC countries -- Saudi Arabia,
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