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sign, banner, and similar
display device. 2. Description
of the Prior Art For advertising

purposes, billboards and
similar display devices are

necessary to attract attention.
A problem with these signs is,
however, that they are usually
larger than any other object in
the immediate vicinity of their
location. For example, when

such billboards are erected on,
in, or under the hood of an

automobile, the manufacturer
must remove any

advertisements which the
automobile will carry. This, of
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course, is impractical for
advertisers and is, therefore,
expensive. Furthermore, such

sign support stands are
frequently left on top of

billboards and on other signs,
thereby, for example,

damaging or obscuring their
other advertisements.

Furthermore, such a billboard
stand on the automobile

necessarily interferes with the
normal operation of the

automobile. Also, if the user of
such a sign stand climbs into

the automobile, he must
balance the sign stand on his
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head and shoulders while
driving. This is a precarious

and potentially unsafe
position. It has been known to

provide some form of sign
stand which may be mounted
to the back of a car. See, for

example, U.S. Pat. No.
4,001,949 of Christenson. This
device is mounted to a truck

and, thus, is not convenient for
every automobile owner.

Furthermore, since its
installation is limited to

particular types of vehicles,
the structure and use of the

Christenson stand is limited to
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these particular vehicles.
Furthermore, a considerable

inconvenience is created with
Christenson's support stand
since the user must break

away from the car to climb into
the stand. Furthermore, this

particular support is not
versatile in size. For example,
Christenson states, at column
2, line 63, that this device may
be mounted on the back of a

truck, at column 2, line 6, that
this device is rigid, and at

column 3, lines 19 and 20, that
its base can be made of a

single block of wood. There are
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also known stands which are
not attached to any vehicle but
which have support platforms.
These devices have a number
of problems. One such device

is shown in U.S. Pat. No.
1,842,428 of Doran. Since

Doran is a stand for a ladder,
his device does not have a

support stand for advertising
purposes. Another such device

is shown in U.S. Pat. No
648931e174
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